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Follow us:
Seattle Christian School

We proclaim Jesus Christ in all aspects of our 
program, emphasizing academic excellence 

and biblical Christian values, partnering with 
parents and the church to prepare godly young 

men and women so that they may impact 
their world for Christ. (Colossians 1:28)
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Message from the Superintendent

Building the Christian School of the Future – 

Today!
As we reflect on what brain research says about how 
people learn, ponder the impact technology and 
the ubiquitous nature of information continues to 
have on schooling, and evaluate the desires parents 
have for their children’s education; it is clear that 
the Christian School who is eager to embrace these 
realities looks forward to a future full of promise 
and opportunity.  

Seattle Christian School has a rich history of adjusting practices and adopting 
new strategies to advance student’s spiritual growth, academic learning, and 
holistic development. Building a gym at the old SeaTac facility, Camp Casey 
week for 5th graders, AP & Dual Credit Course, Robotics, and InterSCession 
are just a few of the examples of the school’s commitment to innovation. 

We are embarking on a five year plan called Campaign 2022 that is focused on 
building the Christian School of the future. Becoming this school of tomorrow 
will require programmatic, philosophical, and logistical changes that are aligned 
to the educational research, technological impacts, and parent goals mentioned 
above. 

While you will be hearing more about Campaign 2022 in the months and years 
to come, we have prepared a 20 minute video that outlines some of its main 
features. We invite you to go to - seattlechristian.org/superintendent-state-
school-message-2017/ - to read a short News story and watch the video. 

Two stories in this edition of the Scepter, Essential Pathways for Student Success 
(pg.4) and God’s Gifting (pg. 5), discuss how we are already leaning into the 
promise of Campaign 2022. These stories touch on ways we are striving to 
become the Christian School this generation of Christian families needs and 
desires.  

Thank you for your prayers and may the Lord continue to guide Seattle 
Christian School.

Your Superintendent,

Laird Leavitt
Superintendent
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Academics

Congratulations to seniors Emma Busz and Naomi 
Klimek, each was named a Commended Student in the 
2018 National Merit Scholarship Program.

Emma and Naomi were among 34,000 students 
nationwide recognized for their exceptional academic 
promise. As Commended Students, Emma and Naomi 
placed among the top five percent of more than 1.6 million 
students who entered the 2018 competition by taking 
the 2016 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT). 

Students Recognized for Academic  Excellence

Essential Pathways for Student Success!

We recognize that each student is uniquely created by God 
and learns in different ways.  What one student may excel in, 
another may find challenging.  When students struggle, we 
work together to appropriately support them in their area of 
need.  One example of these efforts is our Student Support 
program.  

Led by Mrs. Hoefel, this intervention program is designed 
for students who need academic support in addition to the 
learning that takes place in the classroom.  Working with 
small groups of students, Mrs. Hoefel provides targeted 
instruction to students who have similar needs (ex: improving 
reading comprehension).  This setting helps students grow in 
their knowledge and skills, and builds self-confidence at the 
same time.  As students gain the knowledge and skills needed 
to be successful in their grade level, they are exited from the 
program.  

In the last several years, SCS has added a few students from 
Christian families that could benefit from English language 
acquisition supports. As these students become a part of 
the community, we believe there is benefit to our using 
ELL (English Language Learner) strategies in classroom 
instruction. 

ELL services provide support for students’ English Language 
skills and ensure academic equity across grade level content 
areas for all students.  Work has been done to research 
the most effective ELL services, and several staff members 
recently conducted a site visit to a local elementary school 
who is using GLAD (Guided Language Acquisition Design) 
instructional strategies with their students.  GLAD strategies 
benefit ELL and non-ELL students in their acquisition of 
academic language.  The elementary faculty/staff will continue 
to explore and implement these strategies and approaches to 
instruction throughout the school year.  

Academic Support English Language Learner 
(ELL) Services

____________________________

“It is such a joy to meet with students in a 
small group setting each day! Together we 

work hard and have fun through direct 
instruction, lots of practice, games, and setting 

goals. Students are able to build on 
their foundation and find the additional tools 

they need to succeed!”
____________________________

God’s Gifting

Emma Naomi



School Partnership

God’s Gifting

As Christ followers, we are quick to affirm the truth that 
our living, moving … our very being or existence (Acts 17) is 
dependent on God’s grace as the Creator and Sustainer of the 
universe. 

We often overlook the fact that God’s providential gifts include 
things like talents, interests, and passions. Scripture is clear 
that He bestows these types of gifts as well. The description of 
the building of the temple in Exodus 35-36 and the body of 
Christ in 1 Corinthians as well as other passages convey the 
principle that God equips and gifts each of us so that we can 
make a unique contribution – including a vocational or career 
oriented contribution – in this world for His glory. 

In our efforts to improve student learning and to provide 
pathways for each of our students to identify and pursue their 
God-given gifts and ambitions, Seattle Christian’s secondary 
school will be undergoing some major changes beginning 
next fall.

Coupling the truth above with the reality that education 
no longer holds a monopoly on information is leading 
secondary education away from the mechanized or industrial 
style of education to a more personalized one that focuses 
on transferable skills like collaboration, creativity, and 
critical thinking rather than on memorizing information. 
The Christian school of the future will need to organize the 
learning environment to identify God’s gifting in middle 
school and build a high school program of study that fully 
prepares graduates for their unique post-secondary future. 
Whether this future will be at tier one universities, engineering, 
ministry, trades, business, technology, or the arts, Seattle 
Christian School will be organizing time and securing the 
resources to make this happen.

Some of the programmatic elements of this Christian school 
of the future will include:

• Increasing school counseling service resources by 
ASCS* trained staff and utilizing diagnostic and 
planning tools like Naviance** to discover and 
develop student gifting 

• Building a high school schedule that can accommo-
 date deeper learning in areas of passion and gifting

• Partnering with educational, business, and social 
service agencies to provide authentic workplace 
learning opportunities in the form of internships, 
mentorships, apprenticeships, and job shadowing

• Guaranteeing a viable curricular program that ensu-
res foundational understandings for all students 
while providing flexibility for students to explore 
areas of interest and passion

• Offering biblical knowledge and spiritual develop-
ment programs that support the growth of each 
student within the context of the unity and diversity 
of the body of Christ. 

By building the Christian school of the future today, Seattle 
Christian will help students discover and grow in their God 
given gifts, see and honor God’s gifting in their peers, and be 
poised to influence their world for Christ. 

Building the 
Christian School
of the Future - 
Today!

Page 5
*American School Counselor Association www.schoolcounselor.org/ 
**Naviance: College & Career Readiness Technology Solution www.naviance.com/ 
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Middle School Sports

• Boys – Nisqually League Champions
• Mighty in Spirit – Joshua Pangilinan

          

MS Cross Country

• Mighty in Spirit:
 Varsity – Justyce Porter
 JV8 – Alison Lindblom
 JV7 – Maria Gilbert 

MS Volleyball

Nisqually League Champions!
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High School Sports

• WIAA Outstanding Scholastic Award (3.5-4.0 GPA)
• Scholar Athletes – Graham Buyagawan, Sawyer 

Buyagawan, Cole Diffner, Joel Fisher, Riess Magee, 
Michael McPherson, Dylan Wile, Grant Wood

• All League – 1st Team – Dylan Wile
• Mighty in Spirit – Graham Buyagawan

          

Boys’ Cross Country

• WIAA Distinguished Scholastic Award (3.0-3.4 GPA)
• Scholar Athletes – Sage Gibson, Jennifer Hoag, Sophia 

Phillips
• All League – 1st Team – Sage Gibson, Katherine 

Anderson
• 2nd Team – Jennifer Hoag, Sophia Phillips
• Might in Spirit – Jennifer Hoag

Congratulations State Participants:  
Katherine Anderson, Sage Gibson and 
Jennifer Hoag

Girls’ Cross Country

• WIAA Outstanding Scholastic Award
• Scholar Athletes – Kyra Goodspeed, Alexandra 

Hochhalter, Ava Louie, Alexa Moormeier, Rachel 
Samson, Jessalynn Traynor, Kelsey Wieland

• Nisqually League Sportsmanship Award
• All League – 2nd Team – Alexandra Hochhalter
• Mighty in Spirit – Jessalynn Traynor        

  

Volleyball

• WIAA Outstanding Scholastic Award 
• Scholar Athletes – Madisen Fors, Abigail Glynn, Hannah 

Glynn, Megan Henderson, Claire Maulding, Mkari 
McDougall, Marcie McPherson, Anna Whitten

• All League – 1st Team – Hannah Glynn
• 2nd Team – Madisen Fors
• Mighty in Spirit – Madisen Fors
          

Girls’ Soccer



FLL Robotics Teams Find Solutions

On Saturday, Dec 2, two robotics teams made 
up of fifth and sixth grade students, Team H20 
and Water Warriors, participated in the FIRST 
Lego League South King County Qualifying 
event at Auburn Mountainview High School.  
The theme for this season’s challenge was Hydro 
Dynamics.  In addition to the robotics game 
competition, each team had to do a project 
related to the human water cycle; how we find, 
use, transport, and dispose of water. Team 
H2O earned the Research Award and brought 
home a trophy that will be proudly displayed 
in the elementary trophy case.  Their project 
was learning how to purify water using an alum 
solution in areas of natural disasters.  Team 
Water Warriors investigated solutions to the 
flooding in the big toy area on our playground.  
“They worked with nature by using a rain 
garden to accomplish this, learning all about 
building and funding this type of project along 
the way.”

Team H2O Earns 
Research Award

Congratulations to both teams for their hard work and dedication during an 
intense season.  

The First Lego League (FLL) Club is available to students in grades 4-6 and 
includes practices two days a week after school. As per FLL guidelines, students 
program an autonomous robot while creating an innovative solution to a 
problem. Each winter, teams attend an official FLL tournament where they 
compete in Robot Games and present their project to a panel of judges.

The recent elementary Christmas program highlighted 
the wonderful learning that is taking place in our fine arts 
department.  Each week, elementary students attend two 
classes of general music education.  In addition, students in 
4th-6th grade can participate in our strings program, and 
students in 5th and 6th grade can also join band, choir and 

Fine Arts

Elementary School News

Theater - “The Glass Menagerie”
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Choral / Band

worship team.  A theatre component is included in 
the Christmas and spring programs, which gives 6th 
grade students the chance to hone their acting skills.  

Providing students multiple opportunities to grow in 
their fine arts knowledge and abilities is important 
to their growth, and benefits their school experience 
too!  



High School Fine Arts

Theater - “The Glass Menagerie”
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____________________________

“I knew that producing the GLASS MENAGERIE would be 
a unique challenge for us: four actors, hundreds of lines, 

a confined set, and mature content. It proved to be a 
meaningful experience; one that pushed AJ, Rebekah, Morgan 

and Bailey outside of their comfort zones, into a greater 
understanding of all aspects of theater- it strengthened their 
memories, it stretched them physically, and allowed them to 
think more deeply, analyze the “messiness” of relationships, 

and build artistic trust in each other.”

Tyler Todd Kimmel, Theater Director
____________________________

Choral / Band

Christmas concerts in December included Elementary, Middle School and High School Bands, Jazz Band, Strings 
and a community Choral Concert at Holy Rosary Church in West Seattle.



Page 10

Fundraising

Seattle Christian School’s Annual Golf 
Tournament was another great success as golfers, 
sponsors and dedicated volunteers enjoyed a 
fantastic community event.  From the beautiful 
course at Meridian Valley Country Club to the 
delicious food and impressive awards and contest 
prizes, it was a glorious day to raise funds for 
SCS! With 132 golfers and over 40 sponsors, 
$80,000 was raised to benefit Athletics and our 
Indexed Tuition Program.

Pray     Volunteer     Partner Financially

SCS Golf Classic Highlights

Thank you for the ways you support SCS! 

WAYS TO PARTNER FINANCIALLY
Annual Golf Tournament  •  End-of-Calendar Year Donation  •  Auction  •  GiveBIG Campaign

End of Fiscal Year/Summer Giving  •  Employer Gift Matching

Give online:  www.seattlechristian.org/supportscs
Checks can be mailed to:  Seattle Christian School, 18301 Military Road S., SeaTac, WA 98188 – Attn: Development

Save the date!
Thursday

September 6, 2018

““My clients love the Seattle Christian Golf 
Tournament, and always ask to come back 
again.  This is a top-notch event, and SCS takes 
really good care of us. The setting is gorgeous 
and the course is fantastic. What a great way to 
support SCS!” 

– Glenn Gesell, OSI Consulting



Alumni in the Spotlight

Alumni News

“God has given me a passion to work with kids and to 
be that person they could come to. School can be hard, 
as it was for me, and what a sense of humor God has, 
that He brought me back to working with kids at SCS.”  
Heartfelt words shared from SCS Alumnus, Kara Kogle, 
who joined the SCS staff this year as a Middle School 
Physical Education teacher and High School Assistant Girls’ 
Basketball Coach.

Kara’s educational background and leadership roles truly 
reflect her passion to impact young people as well as mentor 
youth. She earned her Bachelor’s degree in Education and 
Health from the Woodring College of Education at Western 
Washington University, served as a group leader with Wyld 
Life and led a Young Life college group. 

As a student at SCS just a few short years ago, Kara shared 
several things that influenced her greatly! The small class 
sizes that attributed to developing strong relationships with 
teachers as well as InterSCession trips that really pushed her 
out of her comfort zone and made a significant impact on 
her life. Kara shared, “I felt very prepared for college as SCS 
taught me how to develop a work ethic and the ability to 
write and work diligently in my college classes.”  

Athletics was a big part of Kara’s life at SCS.  As part of the 
2009 SCS Girls’ 1A Basketball State Championship team, 
she shared, “Spiritually, one of the biggest impacts in my 
life was having honest conversations with my coaches.” 
Her passion for coaching has reached far beyond SCS, 
including assistant coaching positions on the softball teams 
at Showalter Middle School and Foster High School. SCS 
is grateful to have Kara on staff as her years of coaching 
and working in leadership roles have fully prepared her for 

Kara Kogle, Class of  ‘10

Welcome home!

Deborah Greenidge, 
Class of  ‘75

“I  grew up in a Christian home that was full of God 
and music. My father, Ralph Greenidge was a pastor and 
occasionally spoke at chapels at SCS and my mother, 
Lucille, was an educator and taught and tutored at SCS. 
The opportunity to attend Christian school was strategic 
in my spiritual development. Studying scripture and being 
involved in the music at SCS nurtured a desire to be in 
fulltime Christian ministry. So to have been involved in 
ministry for over 30 years has been my deep joy.

______________________________

“The opportunity to attend 
Seattle Christian School was strategic in 

my spiritual development.”
______________________________

I loved my time at SCS – 8th grade to graduation. After 
graduating from SCS, I went to George Fox University in 
Newberg, Oregon where I graduated with a Bachelors of 
Arts degree in Communication Arts and a minor in Music. 
Upon graduation, I worked in the insurance industry for 
six years then went on staff at New Hope Community 
Church in Portland, Oregon where I eventually became the 
Director of Music Ministries. I joined the staff of Turning 
Point Christian Center in1991 where I served for 20 years as 
Worship & Arts Pastor. I am a licensed and ordained pastor 
and consider that a defining moment in my life and my call 
to music ministry and pastoring. 

I have been a part of ministry and music all my life.  I come 
from a family with a very rich spiritual and musical heritage 
and I consider my time at SCS part of the foundation that 
allows me to be involved with such wonderful people in 
such wonderful Kingdom ways.”
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Mark your calendar for a weekend of 
fun, fellowship and fundraising!  

•
FRIDAY, MARCH 16
 Family Night at the Circus 

& Silent Auction 
•

SATURDAY, MARCH 17
Live Auction & Dinner 

SCS Auction 2018

Coming in January
•  A “How can I contribute to the SCS Auction” Guide
•  Ways to earn SALT hours – volunteer sign-ups!
•  Corporate Sponsorship opportunities


