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Greetings!

We pray the Lord is especially present during 
this season of the year when the 
worldwide Church turns her 
attention to ponder anew 
the wonderfully mysterious 
truth of the Incarnation. 
Among other things, this 
event of history certainly 
demonstrates God’s desire to 
act – out of His holiness and 
grace – to meet humanity’s 
need. 

Desiring to follow His example, Seattle 
Christian (SCS) also acts to meet the educational, 
social-emotional, and spiritual needs of Christian 
students in the South Sound and beyond. SCS 
has done this throughout our history and this 
is especially true during this period of intense 
and purposeful adaptation, innovation, and 
improvement.  

We hope you can catch glimpses of this intentional 
action in this issue of the Scepter as you read about 
Middle School students serving the community 
and High School students living with and seeing 
how Christians in other parts of the globe live out 
their faith. You will also learn about other students 
honing their God-given talents and gifts through 
off-campus internships and how Parent Feedback 
Teams and Task Forces are helping us improve the 
SCS student experience. 

Our partnership with the University of 
Washington’s Center for Educational Leadership, 
expanded Career and Counseling Center, and 
Academic Services Program are also beginning 
to bear fruit as faculty, staff and principals dialog 
more intentionally about teaching practice and 
student learning.

These are just a few of the ways SCS is building the 
Christian School of the future. A Christ centered 
schooling experience where students receive a 
truly world class academic education without 
sacrificing Biblical spirituality. 

A simple idea is driving us forward toward this 
goal - The belief that families should not have to 
choose between a great education and a Christ 
centered one. 

Thank you for praying for Seattle Christian School 
and may the Lord truly bless your family!

Grace and Peace,

from the superintendent
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elementary 
Student
Leadership

We’re so proud of all the dedicated students who participated in the election process. Congratulations to our elementary Student Council for being committed student leaders! 
From top left to right:  
Branden B. (PR), Kylie B. (VP),  Luke E. (Pres), Jacob G. (Chaplain),  Derek S. (Treasurer), Nathan L. (Secretary)

Page 4

I like the student council because all six officers 
are focused on one thing: To show kindness and help 
the students at SCS 
                                                                                –Branden

grow closer to Jesus.”           

“



For the last several months, SCS’s First Lego League (FLL) Robotics - made up 
of thirteen 4th-6th graders - has met twice a week after school. Together, they 
programmed autonomous robots while creating an innovative solution to a problem. 
The first weekend of December two FLL teams traveled to the Regional Qualifier at 
Auburn Mountainview High School.  The first team, the “Astrobots,” were deemed an 
inspiration by the judges, who were impressed by how well the team showed respect for 
their teammates and others. Judges said the second team, the “International Space Bots 
(I.S.B.),” demonstrated amazing gracious professionalism and awarded I.S.B. the Judges Award, which recognizes 
remarkable teams that stand out due to their unique efforts, performance, or dynamics. I.S.B. also qualified to move 
on to the Semi-Finals which will be held in January. “All of our kids did an amazing job,” FLL Head Coach Juli 
Grenich said. “I’m so proud of these kids and all that they have accomplished.”

FLL Robotics 
Wins Judges’ Hearts
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grow closer to Jesus.”           



On October 19, middle school 
students partnered with the City of 
SeaTac to help with a cleanup and 
landscaping project at the SeaTac 

Botanical Garden! “On top of 
getting to chop and break branches, 

I loved that we were able to work 
with other volunteers and hopefully 

spread the gospel by helping 
our community,” eighth grader 

Christian shared.  
Great job, middle schoolers!

Middle Schoolers Lend a
      Helping Hand...
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In a new 21st Century Skills class, taught 
by Mr. Althoff, seventh grade students 
were able to participate in a role-playing 
simulation geared towards conflict 
resolution. Leading up to the project, 
they studied and reviewed Biblical 
conflict resolution strategies to identify 
which ones might be most effective. 

Each student acted as a “country” leader 
and engaged other countries, trying to 
resolve world conflicts ranging from 
war to unfair trade practices to poverty. 
Staying in their roles, they were required 
to communicate, compromise, and 
strategize to meet their country’s specific 

goals. Seventh 
grader 
William said, 
“I’m normally 
not a fan of 
being social, 
but I really 
liked this 
project. I 
was able to 
act like a world leader and try to solve problems just like what I see on TV. This class gave me 
hands-on experience with something I see around me in the world and it was really fun.” 

The lessons they learned were used to make connections with relational conflict resolution 
strategies. They participated in roundtable discussions about conflict resolution, mirroring 
the disputes they encountered in the simulation, and preparing students to be world changers. 
Another student Maddy said, “I really enjoyed this project. Instead of sitting in a desk and 

having the teacher talk at us we were able to move around the room and work out problems with our friends. In a way, I 
think this was more impactful for us.” 

   ...and Tackle
     Real-World Conflict.

“I was able to act like a world leader and try to solve problems...  
  This class gave me hands-on experience 
with something I see around me in the world and it was really fun.”
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Post-Secondary Success
p r e p a r i n g  f o r

Congratulations to senior Dylan Wile, named a Commended 
Student in the 2019 National Merit Scholarship Program. 
Dylan was among 34,000 students nationwide recognized for their exceptional academic promise. 
As a Commended Student, Dylan also placed among the top five percent of more than 1.6 million 
students who entered the 2019 competition by taking the 2017 Preliminary SAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT). Way to go, Dylan! 

Four students are paving the way for their 
post-secondary careers through the SCS 
Personalized Pathways Program. On top of 
their daily schoolwork load, these students 
are gaining real-world experiences while 
earning credits toward graduation.

(From left to right) 
Cory, a senior, is interning with Oak 
Harbor Freight Lines, Inc.  Cory shadows 
employees in every department to get an 
overview of how a bigger business runs. 
“Not only do I enjoy Oak Harbor Freight, 
it also helps me prepare for my future in 
Business Management.”

Bethany, a junior, interns at her home 
church, Christ Church in Federal Way. 
Bethany wears many hats as she serves as 
an event coordinator for weddings, paints, 
organizes, and helps with their database. 
“This opportunity is great because it shows 
me what it’s like working alongside other 
professionals gaining skills in a variety of 
tasks. Regardless if I continue into this 
field, I’ll have insight on what’s it like to 
work for a business.”

Seniors Natalya and Lily work with 
children at Valley View Early Learning 
Center alongside teachers, learning the ins 
and outs of the school. After high school, 
Natalya plans to continue her passion for 
spending time with kids. “When I’m able 
to communicate with a child uniquely, 
my heart really opens up to them and I 
know this is what I want to do with my 
future.” While Lily loves working with kids 

and learning new things, she plans on using this experience in whatever field she decides to enter. “Ultimately, I appreciate 
this unforgettable experience because I get to work with people of all different cultures, languages, and backgrounds that 
otherwise I wouldn’t have had.”

These are a few of the Personalized Pathways opportunities SCS students are experiencing as each graduate prepares for their 
unique post-secondary futures.
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Experiences
o n c e - i n - a - l i f e t i m e

...you can 
experience  
how others  

live and develop 
strong values & 

appreciation for 
what you have.

- Jessie

Thanks to the perseverance of former SCS Bible teacher Mr. KC O’Keefe and the dedication of Spanish teacher Sra. Vargas, 
Seattle Christian School can send a student to Moyobamba, Peru every summer. For the last 19 years, the exchange 
program and partnership with Escuela Cristiana Annie Soper has been a great success that benefits both schools and  
gives students the opportunity to experience different cultures. Each SCS exchange student becomes fully immersed  
by living with a Peruvian family and attending the Annie Soper School for six weeks. The rigorous application  
process at SCS includes an oral interview in English and Spanish with the principal and Spanish teachers.  
Seniors Sage, Danae, and Jessie, the most recent students, gave presentations on their experience at a  
special chapel for the secondary student body as a completion of their program. 

Sage, who travelled solo two summers ago to Moyobamba, shared that it was an exciting but challenging  
adventure. Being fully immersed taught her to no longer fear mistakes. She brought home more than  
memories: She gained the confidence to speak in front of crowds and the knowledge to allow  
herself to be vulnerable and step out of her comfort zone, which she owes to her extremely  
welcoming host family. Sage noted, “Everything was different there – unlike any vacation or  
short trip because with this program you live it. This program taught me that being put in  
an uncomfortable environment is not a big deal.” 

Danae and Jessie, the first students to travel in a pair, went this past summer. While it  
made flying easier, they still had different host families. What stood out the most to  
Danae was the Peruvian people. As exchange students they were separated from all  
things familiar, and her host family made her transition an easy one with their  
kindness. Danae shared, “I loved the kids there and I spent as much time as I  
could with them and I hope I can go back one day. They would come up to  
me all the time because I looked different than what they’re familiar with.  
Being there solidified my desire to find a career where I can work  
with kids.”

Jessie reminisced on how different life was in Peru. Her host family  
had to boil water and refrigerate it for drinking so they didn’t use  
any hot water for showers. While her immersion process was  
hard at first, her overall experience outshined any difficulties.  
The trip completely changed her view on the world, life  
around her, and broadened her perspective. Jessie recalled,  
“I would definitely do this program again and I think  
everyone should go at some point because you can  
experience how others live and develop strong  
values and appreciation for what you have. I’m  
so glad I came to SCS – Peru has changed my  
life and I know I wouldn’t have had this  
opportunity at my last school.” 

This spring, SCS will host an exchange  
student from Peru and look forward to  
sending more students next summer.
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Silent Sky

Silent Sky – HS Fall Theater Production
Crazy, Busy, Peaceful, Holy Night – Elementary Christmas Performance
Holy Rosary – Choral Christmas Concert

b.

       P E R F O R M I N G

Arts

Harvey

Instrumental Concert

Elementary Program

Elementary Program

Holy Rosary

Elementary Program

Instrumental Concert
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i.

j.

Instrumental Concert

Holy Rosary

Silent Sky

Elementary Program

Silent Sky

Strings

  Theater has taught me to  
persevere and fully commit to 

every aspect 
of my life.”

“ [
- Morgan, SCS Senior

Instrumental Concert



state  
competitors: 

Maxim Hodges 
Katherine Anderson 

Sage Gibson
Dylan Wile 

WIAA Distinguished Scholastic Award - Varsity Girls
WIAA Outstanding Scholastic Award - Varsity Boys
WIAA Outstanding Scholastic Award - JV Boys 
    Varsity Scholar Athletes - Alexander Beck, Tyler Botka, 
 Graham Buyagawan, Sawyer Buyagawan, Sage Gibson, 
 Skyler Gresham, Riess Magee, Jackson Oldright, 
 Drew Seiler, Macy Vinther, Brayden Vreugdenhil, 
 Dylan Wile, Grant Wood
    Mighty in Spirit – Sawyer Buyagawan (Boys), 
             Sage Gibson (Girls)

All League Honors
    First Team (Boys) – Dylan Wile, Drew Seiler 
    Second Team (Boys) – Grant Wood, 
                     Maxim Hodges, 
         Cole Diffner
    First Team (Girls) – Katherine Anderson
    Second Team (Girls) – Sage Gibson

h s  c r o s s  c o u n t r y

Fall Athletics Highlights & Awards

Sawyer Buyagawan

Dylan Wile, Drew Seiler, & Grant Wood

Warriors

Payton Cowan

Arielle Haynie
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Sawyer Buyagawan

v o l l e y b a l l

m i d d l e  s c h o o l
cross-country
    Mighty in Spirit – Taryn Stadler

boys soccer
    Mighty in Spirit – Joel Hamilton

volleyball
    Mighty in Spirit – Maria Gilbert (Varsity)
   Jaziel Santos (JV)

WIAA Outstanding Scholastic Award - JV & Varsity
    Varsity Scholar Athletes 
      Kyra Goodspeed, Arielle Haynie, Alexa Moormeier, Justyce Porter, Rachel Samson, Jessalynn Traynor,  
      Kelsey Wieland    
    Mighty in Spirit – Payton Cowan (JV), Arielle Haynie (Varsity)

All League Honors
    First Team – Alexandra Hochhalter  
    Second Team – Jessalynn Traynor, Kyra Goodspeed

Payton Cowan

Arielle Haynie

Jaziel
SantosMaria

Gilbert

Joel 
Hamilton

Taryn
Stadler
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Although I’m just beginning my college career, I’m amazed 
at how much Seattle Christian School has helped prepare 
me for life after high school. I’m currently a freshman at 
Dordt College (soon to be Dordt University) in Sioux 
Center, Iowa. I’m pursuing a degree in Business and I’m 
planning on double majoring in Marketing and Spanish. 
In order to complete my Spanish degree, I will spend a 
semester abroad in Spain. I play soccer for Dordt and plan 
to do so for my entire college career. Without SCS, my first 
semester of college would look very different. 

The Dual Credit program at SCS helped me tremendously 
because I was able to receive credits for a lot of the classes 
I took in high school, which helped me avoid retaking 
general courses and dive right into classes that pertained 
specifically to my major. I started my freshman year of 
college with enough credits to be considered a sophomore, 
which has helped me have more freedom and flexibility 
with my schedule, giving me time to explore my options 
of majors and minors. 

Many of my teachers at SCS (specifically Mrs. Disher, Mr. 
Gritter, and Sra. Vargas) used timed writes as tests in their 
AP classes to prepare us for AP exams. Because of these 
timed writes, I’ve developed an ability to form a strong 
argument in a short amount of time which has helped 
me be successful on a lot of my essays in college. SCS’s 
strong Spanish department gave me the skills to test into a 
higher-level Spanish course, allowing me to double major 
and be a strong Spanish speaker and contributor to that 
class. 

High school taught me how to balance extracurriculars 
with studies and showed me how to be responsible with 
my time, which is something very important for me since 
I’ve become a college athlete. Ultimately, SCS taught me 
how to balance the responsibilities of being a college 
student and athlete and set me up to be successful in life 
beyond college.

‘18hannah
 glynn 

When I graduated from SCS in 1987 I was certain 
of my future. Here in 2018, I’m honestly not certain 
of anything. In the many years since I left SCS as a 
student, my journey has been a winding, circuitous 
one. While teachers like Bryan Peterson, Glenna 
Frederick, and Linda Sargent all did their best to 
warn me that talent alone wasn’t enough, God used 
that journey to remind me to put faith in Him first. 

I studied English at Biola University, worked for 
Disney and Microsoft, taught drama at SCS for 
seven years, pastored two large churches here in the 
Northwest, and today own my own creative studio, 
working with churches and other clients around the 
United States find the best way to tell their stories. 
Telling stories—especially writing them—was 
something my teachers encouraged me with at SCS 
and while I’ve written countless scripts for shows 
and productions and a series of gift books, I finally 
published a collection of thoughts on my favorite 
holiday—Christmas—this year. 

I am grateful for what I learned during my time 
at SCS, and especially thankful for the support of 
teachers. Without their encouragement, I’m not 
sure I would have kept telling stories over the years. 
Which actually, is the one thing that’s been consistent 
since 1987.

duane 
 montague ‘87

alumni    conversations
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“SCS accepted me for who I was 

          and pushed me to become a 
         

                                                                                     –Kellie

stronger woman of God.”



As a member of the class of 1998, I was lucky enough to be 
a part of the first graduating class of the new (not so new 
anymore) campus. After being at the original campus for 
three years and then transitioning to the current campus 
for my final year, it was obvious that SCS was poised for 
many great years ahead. The campus was and still is a 
blessing.
As I look back on my time at SC one of the teachers 
that helped shape me the most was Artice Miller, our 
Math teacher. I was a bit of a goof off and loud mouth 
(still am) my freshman year. I was doing a bit too much 
of it in Artice’s class and she called me out very directly 
on it. Over time, I grew to love her direct, no nonsense 
approach. By the end of my time at SC she was my 
favorite teacher and I really excelled in her classes. To this 
day I still think back on the lessons she taught me and my 
enjoyment of math and numbers.

After SC I graduated from Seattle Pacific University with 
a degree in Business Administration. From there, I got 
involved in our family business, Bellmont Cabinet Co. 
located in Sumner. At Bellmont, we manufacture kitchen 
cabinetry distributed in 43 states and we employ about 
340 people. My brother Tyler Bell (‘00) and I share the 
CEO role. Lots of what we do links back to experiences 
at SCS whether that be academics, running a business 
from a faith-based perspective, or experiences we had 
through sports. Another thing we’re proud of is that we 
have two other SCS graduates playing prominent roles in 
our company. Mike Heritage (‘97) is a Territory Sales Rep 
and Tyson Young (’98) is our Director of Manufacturing.     
SCS was influential in establishing deeper roots in 
my faith and how that faith would be carried out in all 
aspects of my life. God is just as present in a workplace 
or neighborhood as He is in a church. I’ve been married 
for 15 years to my wife Andrea, whom I met in the SCS 
gym even though she didn’t attend SCS. We live in Maple 
Valley with our three daughters – Kyla 13, Heidi 11, and 
Molly 7.  

‘98casey
 bell 

I am currently an English teacher in Tokyo, Japan on 
the JET (Japan Exchange and Teaching) Programme 
and am in the middle of my second year here. 
SCS challenged me in many different ways. I learned 
many math equations, how to write a comprehensible 
essay, but most of all I learned how to be myself. SCS 
provided a space that helped me realize the importance 
of being true to yourself. SCS accepted me for who I 
was and pushed me to become a stronger woman of 
God. 
After SCS, I attended UW Seattle, intending to 
become a doctor and graduate in linguistics, but I felt 
as though pre-med was not for me. The Lord revealed 
to me the joy of teaching and tutoring students, so 
instead of doing pre-med, I majored in Speech and 
Hearing Sciences with a minor in Linguistics. This set 
me up to become a speech therapist and help children 
in that way.
However, during my senior year, I heard about the 
JET Programme and I felt like God was calling me to 
seize this opportunity. Japan, an extremely conformist 
country, challenges my identity as an individual 
and as a Christian every day. Sometimes I try to 
go with the flow and fit in but it’s like forcing two 
mismatching jigsaw pieces together. However, God 
made us all individually, intentionally, and uniquely. 
SCS helped me realize this. Now, I want to help my 
students understand that being different is not a bad 
thing but, rather, a testament to God’s power and 
creativity. I hope to guide my students educationally, 
and as an individual, like my teachers at SCS did for 
me. I pray that I can pass on what I learned from SCS: 
the importance of being yourself.

‘13kellie 
 kumasaka

alumni    conversations
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What a blessing to welcome 120 golfers to Meridian Valley Country Club for 
an amazing day of fun, fellowship and great competition! We are pleased to 
announce that through the generous support from the SCS Community, the golf 
event raised an impressive $82,686 and after expenses, funds will be directed to 
students and vital programs that further each student’s unique SCS experience. 

Golf Tournament: 
              A Success!

Course Sponsor - Oak Harbor Freight Lines, Inc. | Dinner Sponsor - Motor Oil Supply | Clothing Sponsor - FAR Family Foundation 
Cart Sponsor - INCO Properties | Lunch Sponsor - Bellmont Cabinet Co. | Driving Range Sponsor - Affinity Truck Center

Chipping Contenst Sponsor - Paradigm Financial Corp. | Beverage Cart Sponsors - SeaTac Spine & Wellness, Wells Fargo
Hole-in-One Sponsor - Bowen-Scarff Ford / Lincoln Mercury | Grand Prize Sponsor - El Gaucho

CORPORATE SPONSORS
Cummins Inc | Oak Hills Construction | Peninsula Truck Lines, Inc. | CPRS, Inc. | Freightliner Northwest

Accounting Solutions | Northwest Asphalt | OSI Digital | Prime/Entrance Controls | Peterson Sullivan LLP | RWC Group
USI Insurance Services | Umpqua Bank | TEC Equipment

HOLE SPONSORS
Cornerstone Home Lending | Lithocraft Printing | Vanguard Cleaning | Hellriegel Foto | Conestoga Wood Specialties

Vander Pol & Zager, CPA | Continental Hardwood Co. | Farmers Insurance / John Scully | National Safety, Inc.
Edward Jones/Phillip Ussery | Colibri Painting Company | Reach Local | Jonson & Jonson, P.S. | Spirit 105.3

Gangon Insurance Agency |  Henderson Masonry, Inc. | John L. Scott/George Graham | VOYA Financial

Thank you to our generous sponsors: 

save
the date

Sept. 5, 
2019
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Fostering a culture where students can learn and grow personally, academically and spiritually is the most important thing 
we can do at Seattle Christian. 
 
Thank you for the generous ways you show support to our students and mission; heartfelt prayers, financial gifts and 
volunteer support that truly express a giving and caring community.   
 
Please consider a gift to the SCS Annual Fund!  Your role in helping students Discover their Path is paramount to our 
mission and helps keep the SCS student experience as our highest priority.  Your donations have immediate impact for 
students as they grow in grace and knowledge and influence their world for Christ.Your partnership is a blessing!

Ways to give with your generous tax-deductible gift:
Online: seattlechristian.org/support SCS 
Giving Envelope provided in this magazine 

Contact Carol Ridings/SCS Development Manager at 206.438.5409

Seattle Christian School Association
18301 Military Road S. • SeaTac, WA 98188

seattlechristian.org

Business partnerships are just one of the many vital ways  
that help fund the budget each year, providing families  
access to the exceptional SCS student experience.

Sponsorship has its benefits!

• Help further the SCS Mission
• Build Community Relations
• Promote your business to the SCS community
• Tax Deductible contribution
• Discover NEW ways to be “in the spotlight”  
   on the SCS Campus

Interested in partnering with Seattle Christian?
Contact the Development Office to learn more about  
unique sponsor opportunities with your company!

This time of year always seems to arrive quickly on our calendars!  How wonderful it is to reflect on a 
successful start to our school year as the Lord continues to guide Seattle Christian School as a leader in 
Christian education. The richness of our 73-year history is evident in the personal stories, experiences 
and individual successes of our students.

This fall, 164 new students joined the SCS family! Influential programs such as K-12 Academic Services, 
expanded Career and Counseling Center, as well as opportunities for off-campus internships and 
service, have not only enhanced student learning but also provided vital tools and resources necessary 
for each students’ SCS experience.  Fostering a culture where students can learn and grow personally, 
academically and spiritually is the most important thing we can do at Seattle Christian.

Many of you have partnered with Seattle Christian, whether it be generous cash donations, supporting 
our Annual Auction or Golf Tournament, stretching your donation dollars through our GiveBig effort or 
offering heartfelt prayers for our students and staff.  You’ve heard the words “it takes a village” when it 
comes to advancing in a direction of God’s leading, student achievement and success.  Thank you for 
being part of our “SCS Village.”

As you prepare for your end-of-year giving, please consider a financial gift to the SCS Annual Fund. Your 
role in helping students Discover their Path is paramount to our mission and helps keep the SCS student 
experience as our highest priority.  Your donations have immediate impact for students and their 
success at Seattle Christian.

Thank you for partnering with us in this important ministry as students discover their path, grow in grace 
and knowledge and influence their world for Christ.  Be blessed this Christmas as we celebrate the birth 
of our Savior. 

With deep gratitude,

Carol Ridings 
Development Manager

18301 Military Rd. S. • SeaTac, WA 98188 
www.seattlechristian.org

PLEASE TEAR OFF COMPLETED FORM AND RETURN IN THE PROVIDED ENVELOPE WITH YOUR GIFT ENCLOSED

Yes, I’d like to help SCS students Discover Their Path with my gift of :
n $100       n $250       n $500       n $1,000       n $2,500       n $5,000       n Other ____________________________

n Charge my credit card: 

CC # ___________________________________   Exp. Date _______  CCV # _____

Print Name _________________________________________________________

Signature ___________________________________________________________

GIVING OPTIONS (choose one)
n Give securely online at seattlechristian.org/support SCS

n Call to make a gift at 206-246-8241 ext. 1309

n Check enclosed payable to Seattle Christian School

Phone _________________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________

PLEASE SEND ME:
n Weekly Elementary Email Communication
n Weekly Secondary Email Communication
n Monthly District Email Communication
Contact Development at 206-246-8241 ext. 1309 

“Seattle Christian has helped me grow in so many ways, especially in my faith and my academics. The teachers are eager to help me and the counselors are quick to encourage and direct me in my academic journey. The broad program SCS offers has really helped me use my unique gifts in Arts and Athletics and has provided a path for challenging classes.  SCS has been the best place for me!” 
Natalie, Sophomore

Christmas Greetings, Friends & Families!

************AUTO**SCH 5-DIGIT 98148
David Loken
PO Box 206
Seahurst WA 98062-0206
FDDFTAFAADTFFADFFAFFFTFFADDDTFDFFTTDAADDDADDAFAFTDADTTDAADFTTDDDT
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This time of year always seems to arrive quickly on our calendars!  How wonderful it is to reflect on a 

successful start to our school year as the Lord continues to guide Seattle Christian School as a leader in 

Christian education. The richness of our 73-year history is evident in the personal stories, experiences 

and individual successes of our students.

This fall, 164 new students joined the SCS family! Influential programs such as K-12 Academic Services, 

expanded Career and Counseling Center, as well as opportunities for off-campus internships and 

service, have not only enhanced student learning but also provided vital tools and resources necessary 

for each students’ SCS experience.  Fostering a culture where students can learn and grow personally, 

academically and spiritually is the most important thing we can do at Seattle Christian.

Many of you have partnered with Seattle Christian, whether it be generous cash donations, supporting 

our Annual Auction or Golf Tournament, stretching your donation dollars through our GiveBig effort or 

offering heartfelt prayers for our students and staff.  You’ve heard the words “it takes a village” when it 

comes to advancing in a direction of God’s leading, student achievement and success.  Thank you for 

being part of our “SCS Village.”

As you prepare for your end-of-year giving, please consider a financial gift to the SCS Annual Fund. Your 

role in helping students Discover their Path is paramount to our mission and helps keep the SCS student 

experience as our highest priority.  Your donations have immediate impact for students and their 

success at Seattle Christian.

Thank you for partnering with us in this important ministry as students discover their path, grow in grace 

and knowledge and influence their world for Christ.  Be blessed this Christmas as we celebrate the birth 

of our Savior. 

With deep gratitude,

Carol Ridings 

Development Manager

18301 Military Rd. S. • SeaTac, WA 98188 

www.seattlechristian.org

PLEASE TEAR OFF COMPLETED FORM AND RETURN IN THE PROVIDED ENVELOPE WITH YOUR GIFT ENCLOSED

Yes, I’d like to help SCS students Discover Their Path with my gift of :

n $100       n $250       n $500       n $1,000       n $2,500       n $5,000       n Other ____________________________

n Charge my credit card: 

CC # ___________________________________   Exp. Date _______  CCV # _____

Print Name _________________________________________________________

Signature ___________________________________________________________
GIVING OPTIONS (choose one)

n Give securely online at seattlechristian.org/support SCS

n Call to make a gift at 206-246-8241 ext. 1309

n Check enclosed payable to Seattle Christian School
Phone _________________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________

PLEASE SEND ME:

n Weekly Elementary Email Communication

n Weekly Secondary Email Communication

n Monthly District Email Communication

Contact Development at 206-246-8241 ext. 1309 

“Seattle Christian has helped me grow in so many 
ways, especially in my faith and my academics. The 
teachers are eager to help me and the counselors are 
quick to encourage and direct me in my academic 
journey. The broad program SCS offers has really 
helped me use my unique gifts in Arts and Athletics 
and has provided a path for challenging classes.  
SCS has been the best place for me!” 

Natalie, Sophomore

Christmas Greetings, Friends & Families!

************AUTO**SCH 5-DIGIT 98148

David Loken
PO Box 206
Seahurst WA 98062-0206
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sharon hirata 
Fourth Grade Teacher
I teach because “children are a gift from the Lord” Psalm 127:3a. Working with 
children is like working with God’s treasures! 

God seemed to naturally direct my path toward teaching since 7th grade when 
I became a Christian. In fall quarter the school counselor asked if I would be 
willing to tutor an elementary student once a week. I walked to the nearby 
elementary school once a week and there was born my love for teaching. I 
continued to tutor elementary students throughout high school. I view it as a 
calling that requires patience, endurance, a sense of humor and a willingness 
to admit failure. Though my career has been blessedly interrupted with the 
gift of raising my now adult daughters and the joy of traveling to meet my 
granddaughters across the country, the desire to share not only academic but 
also life lessons with students stays with me. 

God has 
granted 
me the 
opportunity 
to be inspired 
by my 
colleagues and 
students, live 
exhaustively 
and laugh 
daily! It is 
a joy to see 
how students 
think and 
what excites 
them in the 
classroom. 
Knowing that 
God is at the 
helm here at 
SCS continues 
to remind 
me that His 
purpose for 

my presence here might not be what I had originally thought. It is humbling to 
know that God seems to think I can handle this sometimes daunting profession 
and will use me in it! “...All the days ordained for me were written in your book 
before one of them came to be.” Psalm 139:16

adam smith 
Director of Bands

Things have changed. I don’t feel like it most of the 
time, but my resume says this is year 21 at Seattle 
Christian. Originally I entered teaching because I had 
a wonderful junior high experience in band, and a 
very mediocre one in high school. I saw the value of a 
passionate director, and what better fit for me than to 
combine my two biggest passions - following the Lord 
and music - and turn it into my career? Those are still 
my driving forces, though as one of the old guard I see 
my role now also as a mentor to younger faculty, and 
as one who by action and intention is always focusing 
on keeping Christ at the center of Christian Education 
rather than as “something added on.”

The last few years have seen several students go on 
from SCS to have significant musical experiences and 
in some cases outgrow me as a musician. We have 
alumni who have graduated Juilliard, have earned 
post-graduate degrees in music performance, become 
recording artists and engineers, and there are a couple 
of young, passionate band teachers who remind me a 
lot of someone else about 21 years ago. While I still of 
course serve the day-to-day interests of the school, the 

band, the department, and do my best to motivate and inspire those who may only be in my class because it was the only one that fit their schedule, I also keep in mind 
what I wrote in a journal about a year ago. “Right now, when things are tough and there’s seemingly no end to events, discipline problems, paperwork, and meetings, you 
honestly might be thinking you’re doing this job only for them. You’re not. You’re doing this job for…” and then I listed the names of those above. I think of them often, 
and I remember that any student in my class right now may be next.  

I once described how I view my role as being the Han Solo to a student’s Luke Skywalker, and in particular I refer to the climactic scene at the end of Episode IV. Vader 
has Luke in his sights in the trench, Luke is lining up to take the shot but he isn’t close enough, all his friends are gone. Vader has him. Out of nowhere the Millennium 
Falcon appears and clears the way - but it’s not Han that takes the shot or gets the glory, it’s Luke. I’ll share with you what I think is my favorite example of what I’m 
talking about. Many years ago, I was auditioning 6th graders for a part in the Christmas Program, and one student had made it very clear that he relished the role of “the 
bad guy.” He nailed the audition, and nobody else was even close. The catch came when his parents came to me privately and said that they wanted to have him be an 
understudy with someone else having the main role because they thought he wouldn’t be able to handle it. He had some tendencies that would, to some, make him seem 
less than qualified. His parents were doing what they thought was best in protecting him from embarrassment. I asked them if he might be given a chance for a couple 
weeks and see how it went. Not only did he continually impress everyone during rehearsal, but he was the first to memorize each scene and was always willing to take 
advice. Hesitantly his parents let him go ahead during the program. That isn’t even the good part - here’s the good part. He had the first line in the play, and it’s hilarious, 
and he had nailed it each time at rehearsal. On that evening, the sound guys forgot to turn his mic on and he delivered the line… and nobody heard it. Everyone was 
thinking the same thing - he’s done. This will throw him off for sure. During the song that followed I went over and said, “Not your fault - they’ve got it fixed now. You’ve 
nailed this thing every time and tonight’s no different. Just keep going.” The song concluded, and he not only recovered, but went on to nail the rest of the show like 
the mic issue never happened. He delivered such a great and believable character arc (yes, in a school play… it can happen, I have proof!) that he had many audience 
members, including myself, in tears when his character finally comes around at the end of the play.  

If you equip a student, prepare with them, and believe in them… well, sometimes you get to watch Secretariat at the Belmont.

Why  I TEACH...
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adam smith 
Director of Bands

Things have changed. I don’t feel like it most of the 
time, but my resume says this is year 21 at Seattle 
Christian. Originally I entered teaching because I had 
a wonderful junior high experience in band, and a 
very mediocre one in high school. I saw the value of a 
passionate director, and what better fit for me than to 
combine my two biggest passions - following the Lord 
and music - and turn it into my career? Those are still 
my driving forces, though as one of the old guard I see 
my role now also as a mentor to younger faculty, and 
as one who by action and intention is always focusing 
on keeping Christ at the center of Christian Education 
rather than as “something added on.”

The last few years have seen several students go on 
from SCS to have significant musical experiences and 
in some cases outgrow me as a musician. We have 
alumni who have graduated Juilliard, have earned 
post-graduate degrees in music performance, become 
recording artists and engineers, and there are a couple 
of young, passionate band teachers who remind me a 
lot of someone else about 21 years ago. While I still of 
course serve the day-to-day interests of the school, the 

band, the department, and do my best to motivate and inspire those who may only be in my class because it was the only one that fit their schedule, I also keep in mind 
what I wrote in a journal about a year ago. “Right now, when things are tough and there’s seemingly no end to events, discipline problems, paperwork, and meetings, you 
honestly might be thinking you’re doing this job only for them. You’re not. You’re doing this job for…” and then I listed the names of those above. I think of them often, 
and I remember that any student in my class right now may be next.  

I once described how I view my role as being the Han Solo to a student’s Luke Skywalker, and in particular I refer to the climactic scene at the end of Episode IV. Vader 
has Luke in his sights in the trench, Luke is lining up to take the shot but he isn’t close enough, all his friends are gone. Vader has him. Out of nowhere the Millennium 
Falcon appears and clears the way - but it’s not Han that takes the shot or gets the glory, it’s Luke. I’ll share with you what I think is my favorite example of what I’m 
talking about. Many years ago, I was auditioning 6th graders for a part in the Christmas Program, and one student had made it very clear that he relished the role of “the 
bad guy.” He nailed the audition, and nobody else was even close. The catch came when his parents came to me privately and said that they wanted to have him be an 
understudy with someone else having the main role because they thought he wouldn’t be able to handle it. He had some tendencies that would, to some, make him seem 
less than qualified. His parents were doing what they thought was best in protecting him from embarrassment. I asked them if he might be given a chance for a couple 
weeks and see how it went. Not only did he continually impress everyone during rehearsal, but he was the first to memorize each scene and was always willing to take 
advice. Hesitantly his parents let him go ahead during the program. That isn’t even the good part - here’s the good part. He had the first line in the play, and it’s hilarious, 
and he had nailed it each time at rehearsal. On that evening, the sound guys forgot to turn his mic on and he delivered the line… and nobody heard it. Everyone was 
thinking the same thing - he’s done. This will throw him off for sure. During the song that followed I went over and said, “Not your fault - they’ve got it fixed now. You’ve 
nailed this thing every time and tonight’s no different. Just keep going.” The song concluded, and he not only recovered, but went on to nail the rest of the show like 
the mic issue never happened. He delivered such a great and believable character arc (yes, in a school play… it can happen, I have proof!) that he had many audience 
members, including myself, in tears when his character finally comes around at the end of the play.  

If you equip a student, prepare with them, and believe in them… well, sometimes you get to watch Secretariat at the Belmont.

 I TEACH...



In alignment with ongoing 
efforts to give students an 
educational experience that 
is engaging, meaningful, and 
powerful, Seattle Christian 
School has partnered with the 
University of Washington’s 
Center for Educational 
Leadership (CEL) on a two-
year project to adapt the CEL 
5 Dimensions of teaching and 
learning (5D). CEL develops 
innovative programs, projects, 
and resources from the 
understanding that as the culture 
changes, so does the learner.

Utilizing CEL helps each 
teacher grow in the pursuit 
of the best practices for the 
most effective learning of each 
student. One core element SCS 
has implemented through CEL 
is student ownership of learning. Middle school teacher 
Susan Sieg uses this technique by allowing students to grade 
themselves initially, then produce a reflection that supports 
their choice of grade. She shares, “I feel I’ve achieved more 

success with my students 
when I put into place a 
new strategy. CEL gives me 
a specific goal to develop 
rather than trying to figure 
out how I can improve in 
a broad sense. Isolating a 
growth area seems more 
manageable than trying to incorporate a lot of new things at once.” 

An internationally known and respected framework for teaching and learning, the 
CEL 5D improves student learning by focusing school leaders’ and teachers’ attentions 

and training on the classroom practices that research identifies as being most 
beneficial for student achievement. Next year, the 5D rubric and evaluation 
process will be fully implemented with all SCS teachers. 

High school teacher Stephanie Uyleman notes how CEL has transformed the 
way she views student learning. She says, “CEL 5D+ has allowed me to get rid of 
the idea that the only way my students learn is the way that I teach them. Quite 
frankly, giving complete ownership of learning to my students went against 
everything I was ever taught in my teaching education. The result was pure 
awesomeness in my classroom! Continuing to give students a voice in how they 
learn and demonstrate their understanding of the curriculum has resulted in 
engaged students and some of the most profound and creative work I’ve ever 
seen in my years as an educator.”

CEL: Putting Learning 
in the Hands of Students

“Quite frankly, giving ownership 
of learning to my students went 

against everything I was ever 
taught in my teaching education. 

The result was pure awesomeness 
in my classroom!”

- High School teacher Stephanie Uyleman
]]
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Let’s Talk 
Part of the Board’s charge and a rightfully held parent expectation is that Seattle Christian will provide the time and 
resources to investigate educational and spiritual trends and implement innovations that will benefit student learning. The 
school organized Parent Feedback Teams and Task Forces to accomplish this goal.

Parent Feedback Teams 
Several times each month, principals dialogue with a group of parents about homework loads, academics, student 
relationships, and school culture. This regular feedback allows the Principals to tackle concerns before they grow into 
major issues and helps frame the ongoing work of the Principal as she/he dialogues with faculty to improve student 
learning.

Task Forces 
Teams of parents, school leaders, and faculty have been meeting together this fall to discuss three ideas that could help 
SCS continue to be a leader in Christian education for the South Sound. These teams made visits to other schools, 
looked at research, spent time talking about the benefits of three possible improvements and had open dialog about the 
complications and/or drawbacks of implementations of these innovations at SCS. 

BYOD 
Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) is 
when students bring a device (laptop 
or tablet) with them to class just like 
they currently do with pen and paper. 
This facilitates the integration of 
technological tools and skill building 
and allows students to build 21st 
Century skills like collaboration, 
creativity and critical thinking in a 
more strategic and purposeful way.

Bible Knowledge & Spiritual 
Development 
Another group spent time 
investigating the condition of SCS’s 
Bible curriculum and how the school 
thinks about spiritual development 
across grade levels. They investigated 
various frameworks for Bible content 
and thought through how SCS might 
better support students’ spiritual 
growth. 

Three-Grade Middle School 
A third group talked through the possibility of having 6th grade join the middle school at some point in the near future. 
The team discussed how – when done well – a three-year middle school experience can be beneficial for student growth 
and learning. They also were keen to identify the potential challenges of such a move and thoughtfully gave practical ideas 
of how the community could mitigate or eliminate these through careful planning and implementation. 

While we will be making the three Task Forces’ conclusions public and arranging meetings to discuss next steps for each 
Task Force in the New Year, it has been decided that 6th grade will not be a part of middle school for the upcoming school 
year.

Parent Feedback & Task Force Teams
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SCS Auction 
- 2019 -
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Seattle Christian School

March 16, 2019

33rd Annual Auction33rd Annual Auction33rd Annual Auction
Mark your calendar for a 

night of fun, fellowship, and 
fundraising!

ONE NIGHT ONLY!
Saturday, 

MARCH 16
Silent Auction, Live Auction, 
Catered Dinner, and more!

Featuring Mark Schenfeld, Auctioneer, 
Stokes Auction Group

Welcome Crystal Hoover, 2019 Chair, 
SCS Parent and Alumni


